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thia Trivh historlan—a difficulty Insurmountable by the exer-
tions of any individual, and which can be overcome only
the well.directed energies of numbers, employed for
ars. The scarcity of accreditml material, the want of

#kcessible nuthorites, are, we think, the real obstacles to

the obtaining that long.sought desideratom, a faithful and
#eenrme history of Ireland. At present, so few, and so
diflenle of approach, are the sources whence the inquirer
into these subjects must derive his knowledge of the former
annals of his country—and so contradictory are they, as
well in the statement of fact as in ther views of the gene-
ral state of the island —that the historian, voprovided with
the means of deciding between their clashing testimony,
either refuses credit to both, or yields implicit confidence
to the one, totally despising the evidence of the other.
In fact, all who have treated of Irish antiguities hitherto,
have ed themselves into two opposing parties—the
one obatinately asserting the claims of apcient Ireland to
all the glory, and to ﬂu: almost antediluvian antiguity,
which the bards would arrogate to her; while the other,
L] dﬂgﬂlmﬁclﬂy denying her right to any share of her
farmer fame, endeavour to prove that she was involved
in the darkness of uumit'r'ﬂ:l:d barbarism, until the preach-
ing of Christianity, or invasion of the English—for
there are many grades of belief on both sides. Mr.
Moore, however, with keener sagacity, adopts a middle
course, and atpempts to show, as well as his scanty sutho-
*ities will allow him, that, when divested of the eras
tion of poetic license, of national jealousy, or of party
pirit, (from which, by the way, Mr. Moore himself is by
no means free,) the confMicting accounts of these authors
may not be so inconsistént with each other, or with the
sctual state of Ireland, as has been gencrally supposed.
But, as he is unable to support his views, which we consi-
der decidedly the most rational of any yet brought forward,
by sufficient autherity, this velume becomes rather a series
ol suggestions, adapted to reconcile uﬂmlin; testimony,
than n narretive of authenticated historical events, ese
circumstanced, which would of themselves deprive this
work of the character of a complete and standard History
of Ireland, will, in like manner, render fatile any similar
attenpt, until the deficiencies we have pointed out be
supplied—until the bardic and historic records of Ireland,
which now uselessly encumber the cabinets of many public
snd private libraries throughout the United Kingdom, be
examined and published under the care of competent edi-
tors. We sre confident, and it is the general belief, that
many manulujfu calculated to throw light on the ab-
ecure annals ancient Ireland, may be nd, t h
now unknown and unvalued, in the Libraries of Trinity
College, of the Royal Irish Academy, as well as in man
rivate collections in this country; and in the Britis
E{umum, at Stowe, & in the sister ki m, Until these
socret receptacles of knowledge be broken up and opened
to the world, it will be equally wain to expect, or to
attempt a trmstworthy History afy Ireland.* Mr. Moore's
work, though it will not supply this great want, will con.
fer, at lesst, this benefit on his country, that the celebrity
of the aothor, and the charms of his style, cannot fail Lo
draw the attention of many to the subject, and to !Elmad
the knowledge of its history—to be ignorant of which was
hitherto considered to be fashionable, The book is illus-
trated with copious notes, referring to the authorities on
which the text is founded : it is written in a smooth and
graceful style, not without vigour ; and en the whole, will,
we think, confirm the author's extended fame,
We have alresdly obscrved, that Mr. Moore's view of
anclent Irish history appesrs to us & most reasonable hy-
exis, jecting tﬂ?ﬁhlﬂ of the bards, our suthor
llows the more trustworthy annals, which, it s believed,
were compiled from the royal records preserved in the
!]l'.ilul Tara. The most authentic of the annalists,
gernach, dates.the commencement of certain history
from the reign of Kimbacth, who is supposed to have
foatlshed about two hundred years before cur era, but

* There in st presant in course of publication, at the nae
of & serdes of dovuments of value and iE::F;nt
to Drish histpry; bot relating to & mueh later period thaa that
of which we e oow spaaking.
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whom Mr. Moore conceives to have lived at n much lates
peried ; yet notwithstanding the evidence of this high
authority, the bards, and their modern followers, hesitate
not gravely to narrate the annal: of Ireland, and to give
lists of her “nﬂa from an epoch which they place one
thousand years before Christ. - Mr. Moore is of opinion,
that the prime error in the accounts of the bards and
seanachies, or antiguaries, 18 the distortion of the dates,
whilc the facts they mention may be in general relied on.
In their zeal to establish for tha celebrated Milesian colony
an overstrained antiquity, they have transferred the period
of the coming of that ple to a8 most distant era, while
it still holds i1s place in the succession of events— tlhus
dislocating the entire course of Irish history, and therehy

L bringing suspicion and dscredit cven on authenticated

facts, by throwing them back to a time utterly beyond the
reach of all record. The argument by w hich he exposes
the improbability of the pretended l.i'll:lqulltlé‘ of the beotie
settlement —an argument, to our mind, of great v e—
is prefaced by the lollowing paragraph, which—say the

ﬂ:r:ql ebulliion of party feeling, whaolly vnwortk the

istorian —exhibits a favourable example of the siyle and
spirit in which the work is composed :

“ It is & task ungracious and painful, more especially to
one accustommed from his cacly days te regard, through s
poetic medium, the ancient fortunes of his country, 10 be
obliged, at the stern call of historical trath, not ounly to
surrender his own illusons on the subject, but to wider-
take olso the invidious task of dispelling the dresms of-
others who have not the same imperstive motives of duty
or responibility for disenchanting theinselves of so agreea-
ble an error. That the ular beliel in this nationul
tale should so long have been cherished and persevered i,
can hardly be a subject of much wonder, 5o cuneolstory
to the pride of a people for ever struggling agminst the
fatality of their position has been the fondly inagined
epoch of those old Milesian duys, when, as they believe,
IJEIu glory of arts and arms, and all the blessings of civin-
sation came In the train of their heroic ancestors trom 1he
eoasts of Spain, that hitherto none but the habitwal revi-
lers and depreciators of Ireland, the base scribes of & do-
minant party and sect, have ever thought of calling in
question the authenticity of a legend to which a whole
nation bad long clung with retrospective pride, and which
substituting, as it does, a mere phantom of ﬁ]ﬂr’j for true
historical IElma, has served them so mournfully in place of
real independence and pess.  Even in our own imes,
all the most intelligent of those writers who have treated
of ancient Ireland, have each, in turn, adopted the tale of
the Milesian colonization, and lent wll the aid of their
learning and talent to elevate it into history. But, even
in their hands, the attempt has proved ao utter fuilure ;
nor could any cifort, indeed, of mgl:nult{i_mu?ud in re-
mrucii:;‘g the improbabilities of 3 story, ":.h.'“ no ather-

int of view differs from the fictiious origins invented

their respective couniries by Hunibald, Suffridus, Geot-
frey Monmouoth, and others, than in having beem some-
what more ingeniously put together by its inventors, and
far more fondly persevered in by the imaginative people,
whase love of igAJ ancestry it Satters, and whose wounded
pride it consoles,

The Bcots, it seems to our author, were a people from
the north of Europe; the traditions that they came from
Spain he refers to the Pheniclan voyagers, who, ?cﬂ be-
fore, carried on & commercial intercourse between Irelind
and the comst of Gallicia. The first inhabitants of this
island are supposed to bave migrated from Spuin ; aud to
these Celts the tradition may relate also. It would be
vain for us to enter into the arguments with which he
U & his views: those curious in such researches we
rtm the yolume iself. It is our Iotention fow l!"?l'i‘-'Jj"
to peint out some of the most remarkable passages of the
book. In a subsequent article we may give a lh_ﬂﬂh
of the state of civilization to which Ireland had attained
in those distant ages, as evineed the progress she
had made in the usclul arts, as well as by the consii-
tution of society in general ; and which appears to be
luid before us, as amply s the circumstances would per-
mit, in Mr, Moore's very interesting chapters cn thesg
subjects.





